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So far as spacing and volume of material permit, the front page
will in future contain all calendar information, urgent notices and
requests, and any tear-off slips needed. I

The purpose of this arrangement is to hdlp those who have limited
time to spare at the moment of arrival of th Bulletin, and who are
consequently obliged to defer a leisurely and perhaps full perusal
until some days later, Many of the articles |and contributions do
not require any response or diary action, but those which do should
henceforth be seen immediately, on the front|page. If members know
that this is so, they can at least have a quick glance down the page
to see whether there is anything requiring early action.

For similar reasons it seems likely thaz editorial matter will
be divided, the more urgent on the front page and the more discursive
later on, as in this issue. |

|
|

CALENDAR FOR NEXT.FEW MONTHS ,

DECEMBER. Friday 8th, 7.30 p.m. S.E.Branch meeting at Borde Hill,
Anyone requiring more information should kindly contact
the S.E. Branch Secretary, Mr, Logan A.Edgar, 0.B.E., at
Wedderlie House, St. Helen's Avenu , Hastings, His
telephone number is 0424 - 42537

FEBRUARY. 20-21. R.H.3.0pening Flower Show. |Ornamental Plant
Competition and Annual General Hee ing,

IMARCH. 15-14, R.H.S. Barly Spring Show and British Growers!'
Show, Camellia Competition and Hhododendron Competition,

Friday 23rd. PROVIRIONAL DATE. S{E‘Branch Group Meeting.
29-30, Cornwall Garden Society. Anrual Spring Show, Truro.

APRIL, 3-4. R.H.S. Flower and Garden Equipment Show. Camellia
and Daffodil Show. i

MAY. 1-2. R.H.S. Flower and Rhododendr#n Show,
ES}(?CQLK—?T' Rhododendron and Camellia Gr%up Argyll Tour,
Saturday 19th. S.E.Branch Group visit to 0ld Woldringfold.
22-25. R.H.3. Chelsea Show.
Thursday 24th, Rhododendron and Camellia Group visit to
Exbury. Arrangements by Wessex Grioup. Further details

when available - HMr, R.Dudley~Cookg is kindly conducting
negotiations,
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the addition of Lady Anne Palmer to fill the vacancy. Under the terms
of the Constitution, two of the eight elected members of the committee
retire annually, but are eligible to stand for re-election., At the
megting of the committee held on the 11th Jully, a ballot was held to

decide which members should retire each year, and the results were as
follows:

The existing Executive Committee was de&lared re-elected, with

Mr Bond and Mr George 31st OctoEer 1978
Lady Adam Gordon and

Mr Gallagher 31st Octoher 1979
Sir Giles Loder and .
Mr Schilling 318t Octoqer 1980
Lady Anne Palmer and
Mr Sanders 3ist Octoéer 1981,

MEMBERSHIP. L

With great regret, the deaths since the |list of members was
circulated in March must be recorded of Dr. T.S.Dewey of Tonbridge,
Dr. T.Scott Forsyth of the Northern Group, who lived near Keighley,
and Dr, Harold Fletcher, lately Regius Keeper of the Edinburgh
Botanic Garden, Appreclations of Dr. Scott Horsyth and Dr. Fletcher
appear in the Annual, There have been four gesignations, three
members have rejoined, 37 new members have jgined; the Secretary
reports that he expects to need 450 copies off the Annual, since none
of the members whose subscriptions for 1977—3 are gtill due have
given notice of their intention to resign. his year the Annuals are
to be sent direct from the printers in Dumfries to the Secretary in
Herefordshire, and so it is hoped that they will reach members rather
.earlier than they did last year. Any memberg wishing to resign are
asked therefore to notify the Secretary as soon as possible, and in
any case not later than the 1st January 1979 |if they do not wish to
be liable for the subscription for 1979-80, Que on ist November 1979.

SEAGON 1978.

The four regional branches were active 1n 1978, with a variety
of undertakings, garden visits, social gatherings and competitions.
A number of members of the Group from other areas came to Cornwall at
the end of March, and were at the Truro Flower Show. After an
exceptionally severe February, the rhododendron classes, which were
judged by Mr, Davidian and Mr. Robert Stephenson Clarke of Borde Hill,
were less good than usual, The magnolias hag suffered badly from
blizzards in February, but the camellia clasges were exceptionally
good, demonstrating how much more quickly camellias recover from a
gpell of bad weather than rhododendrons., On| the evening of the first
day, Mr. Davidian gave a most interesting ang entertaining lecture
on 'Rhododendrons in Cultivation' to a full hall, made up of members
of the Group and of the Cornwall Garden Socipty.

The London. shows were up to their usual| high standard; detailed
accounts are in the Annual., Several members| of the Group exhibited
for the first time, notably the Honorary Treasurer who had
considerable success at the Indoor Camellia Competition, General
Eric Harrison, recently retired from the garden that he made famous
at Tremeer, was in demand as a judge, both in London and in Cornwall
and Sussex, It was very heartening too to see the Tremeer plants
gti1ll holding their own at the London and Truro shows, but now shown
in the name of their. new owner, Mrs Catherine Hopwood. This garden
is in very good order, and will open for charity on four dates in
April and May next year,

At the Rhododendron Show, the Wessex Branch were awarded a medal |
for an excellent exhibit of rhododendrons, gnd in the afternoon a most;
interesting lecture was given by Mr. Schilling, the Deputy Curator of !
the Royal Botanical Gardens at XKew in charge of Wakehurst, and a
member of the Committee of the Group, on the flowers gnd forests of
Nepal. A notable feature of this show was Yhe success of the Messrs
Wright, who are doing such a splendid job regstoring Arduaine, the
famous o0ld Campbell garden at the head of Lach Melfort in Argyll,
which the Group hope to visit in May. '

|
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TOUR OF SQUTH WALES.

J

Immediately after the Rhododendron Show, fhe Group tour of

rhododendron gardens in South Wales began; abo
the Group took part in this four-day tour, tho
composition of the party fluctuated from day t
was to Lydney Park, just over the border in G1
the River Severn, This is a large and beautif
and Lady Bledisloe on dolomitic limestone on %
the Forest of Dean, After a delicious lunch v

ut seventy members of
lgh the actual

b day.
pucestershire close to
1l garden made by Lord
e southernmost spur of
Ery generously provided

The first visit

by Lady Bledisloe, the party drove up the Wye Valley, past Tintern

Abbey, to Monmouth and Commander Anthony Colle
gituated small ggrden, the Yew Tree at Lydart,
interesting shrubs, where we were entertained
home made Welsh cakes., From there, the Group
and spent a comfortable night at the Post Hous
Director of Cardiff City Parks Department and
dinner there, and gave us a very interesting t
rhododendron park at Cefn On, now so well main
department, and round which they took us next
Senior had preceded his son as Parks Superinte
was looking forward to a visit that he was abo

After a fascinating morning at Cefn On, a
House, we went on to Penllyn Castle near Cowbr
Christopher Cory, who had done so much to help
arrangements for the tour. This beautifully si
some rare and interesting young rhododendrons,
leafmould over limestone, and a fine collectio
Cory had driven back from a meeting in London
and Hrs Cory entertained us to madeira before
gtay the night at Carmarthen.

On our third day,
Marion Philipps's large
Pembrokeshire, Lady Marion is a sister of
gome of the fine hybrids raised by her fat
there we turned east again,
Robeston House, found for us by Mt.and Mrs Str
interesting collection of rhododendrons nearby
then went on to Blackaldern, near Narberth, th
Anne de Quincey, the well-known breeder of Her
gave us tea in the garden, From there, we had
Hereford, where we spent a comfortable night,
to Hergest Croft, a famous garden which belong
and 1s described in this year's Annual, Here
an excellent lunch was provided for us, and we
to buy some interesting plants,

her

The Hydon Nurseries had very kindly selec
young rhododendrons for us to take with us to
hosts, and we hoped that i each case we managé
appropriate for the particular garden. At the
Chairman felt somewhat foolish to discover tha
been carting round Wales in the back of hig ca
himself, a very special hybrid indeed, impossi
easier for him by the tact of the Treasurer, w
for his grandson, a keen plantsman, on the st
young man became at the age of six the younges
Rhododendron and Camellia Group.

Unfortunately, Mrs Isobyl la Croix, who h

n of cyclamen,
to receive us, and he
we went on our way to
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full of rare and
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I
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norning,
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Lt to make to Russia,

ent on to Cardifr,
Mr Nelmes, the
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nd lunch at the Post
iLdge,

the sea of Mr,
us with the

ted garden contains

thriving in deep
Mr.

we visited Major Hannin| Philipps's and Lady
and beautiful garden af Picton Castle in
Lorgd Stair, and we saw

t Lochinch, From

and had a deliecious buffet lunch at

ater, who have a very
in Haverfordwest, and
lovely garden of Mrs
ford cattle, who kindly
a long drive back to
efore going next day

to the Banks family

e spent the whole day;
had the opportunity

ed some rather choice
ive to our wvarious

d to choose a plant
final session, the
unbeknownst he had

a plant intended for
le to refuse, but made
0 presented it to him
ength of which that
member of the

8 written accounts of

our last two years' tours, had left for Malawilwhere she now lives,and
it had not been possible to find a volunteer to write up this tour. A
few weeks earlier, she had been in Cornwall, and an account of her

vigit there is in the Annual. Her description!

in an earlier Bulletin

of raising rhododendrons "by the kitchen sink method" will be
remembered, and in a recent letter she has mentioned all the tender
rhododendron seedlings which she is now raising in an African

cooking-pot in her new house. '
to do reasonably well where she now lives,

She says that eyergreen azaleas seem
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At Chelsea, a welcome visitor was Mr. Ral

of the Australian Rhododendron Society, who had

International Rhododendron Conference in New Y

ph Sangster, President
come on from the
prk., Before going on

to Iceland, he was able to spare the time to visit two gardens in

Sussex with an International Dendrology Societ

tour, Wakehurst Place

and Mr. Geoffrey Gorer's exquisite garden at SFnte House.

‘The Group again put up an exhibit at the
received a medal,
Bond, but after doing this for two years they
is someone else's turn in 1979, and the South
agked -to suggest a theme and stage an exhibit
contributions from members of the Group not be
will nevertheless be acceptable,

R.H.S. RIODODENDRON AWARDS.

Every year, the R.H.S. Council, after a p
Rhododendron and Camellia Committee, awards th
Cup, presented by Lord Wakehurst in 1921 in me
Sir Edmund Loder, and the A.J.Waley Medal, ins
late Mr, Alfred J.Waley to provide an annual a
gardener who has helped the cultivation of rho
the Loder Cup is being awarded to our Vice-Cha
and the Waley Medal to Mr. J.A.R.Moffat, garde
Colonel, and now to Mrs, Norman Colville at Pe
Cornwall, In presenting the Loder Cup to Mr.
years ago, the President bracketed .the hybrids

R.H.S.
This was again organised by|Alan Hardy and John
1ave suggested that it

June Show, and

ast Branch have been
for the Group;
onging to this Branch

|

0ll of members of its
e Loder Rhododendron
mory of his brother
tituted in 1937 by the
ward to a working
dodendrons, This year
irman, Mr, Alan Hardy,
ner for many years to
nheale Manor in

Hardy's father thirteen
which Major Hardy had

produced at Sandling Park with those made so flamous at Knap Hill and

later Exbury. His .son, Mr. Alan Hardy, who hal
and -has a profound, and until recently unrival
Collectors' numbers. :

Mr. Moffat has established at Penheale pr
planting of R. forrestii repens in existence,
cultivar of R, thomsonii which seldom fails tqg
Rhododendron Show, as well as a very fine pink
R. 'Diana Colville', ¥.C.C., a yunnancnse seed
A.M., a very blue lapponicum-triflorum hybrid,
and a very good Magnolia dawsoniana, His outd
probably some of the finest in the country, 1T
very fine garden will be opened under the Nati
the first time in 1979,

RHODODENDRONS , 1978, WITH'MAGNOLIAS AND CAMELT

8 done so much to
e tender rhododendrons,
led, knowledge of"

obably the finest .

and has raised a

win its classgs at the

‘R. racemosun,

ling, R.'Penheale Blue!,
gome fine new- camellias
oor Lapagerias are

his relatively new-.and
onal Gardens Scheme for

IAS.

The Annual is now with-the printer, and meﬁbers should soon be

receiving their copies. Apart from the usual

features, a new

contributor, Sir Peter Smithers, a former Secyetary-General to the

Council of Europe, hag written a fascinating account. of his Magnolia
garden in Southern Switzerland, on the strength of which he.was also
asked to review Neil Treseder's fine, and long-awaited, monograph on

Magnolias, (
the Royal Botanic Garden at Edinburgh, and Mr
contributed a short but very waluable account

There are descriptions  of new rhododendron species from

Peter Cox has
of gome of the species

which have been introduced into cultivation in Britain since the
publication of the last edition of Part One of the Rhododendrqn

Handbook in 1967. ‘'Hybrids and Hybridizers',
production briefly nentioned in Bulletin No.4

the New England
is reviewed by Mrs

the editorship of the

Molly Grothaus, who has recently handed over

American Rhododendron Society Quarterly Bulletin to Mr., Ed Egan, who

is- also on ‘the Board of Directors for_1979.

INTERNATIONAL RHODODENDRON CONFERENCE.

the revision of the gehus Rhododendron at the
Garden, and read papers, thé New York Confere

Apart from Dr, Cullen and Dr. ChamberlaiE

s, Who are carrying out
Edinburgh Botanical
ce.was also attended

by Mr, C.D.Brickell,. the Director of the R.H.B. Garden-at Wisley,
who also read a paper, and by Mr, J.D.Bond, Kpeper.of the - Gardens,
Windsor Great Park, and by Mr. R.Stephenson G}arke of Borde Hill,
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Mr, Bond has written an account of the conference for the Bulletin
and the text of Mr, Brickell's talk is includgd in the Annual, In
addition, the R.KE.8. is very kindly circulati g to members of this
Group copies of Mr, Brickell's report to the (ouncil

R.H.S. CONSERVATION CONFERENCE. |

Plant Conservation 1s now the !'In! subject, The International
Union for Conservation of Nature and Natural esources has itg
headquarters in Switzerland, under which is the Survival Service
Commission, an off-shoot of which is the Threatened Plants Committee,
with headquarters at Kew, where a Conservation Conference was held
recently, The International Dendrology Socie?y reild a Conservation
Visit to Kew early in October, and at the end {of the month the Royal
Horticultural Society held a two day conferen¢e on the Practical Role
of Gardens in the Conservation of Rare and Threatened Plants, On the
first day there were three Working Groups, one under the Director
General of the Nationel Trust on the Preservation of Gardens and
their Role in Plant Conservation; one, under (the Chairman of the
Alpine Garden Society, on the Identification dng Listing of Rare ang
Threatened Plants in Gardens; and one, under the Director of Kew, on
the Propagation and Distribution of Rare and Mhreatened Plants, On
the second day, the reports of the three Working Groups were discussed
under the chairmanship of Sir George Taylor, late Director of Kew,
and -now Director of the Stanley Smith Hortiecny tural Trust., The aim of
the conference is to bring together all ‘the organisations in Britain
interested in the congervation and preservatio of our gardens and
the_plantS‘they contain, Associations concer ed with Horticulture
are listed a% bPages 33-5 of the R.H.S.Gardener Diary, and among
others the National Association of Flower Arrangement Societies . of
Great Britain, and the National Gardens Scheme Queen's Institute of
Nursing) were repregented on the Working Groups., In view of its plans
for the earmarking, preservation and propagatipn of rare and
outstanding rhododendrons, this Group made early application for
representation on the Working Groups, but the teering Committee
decided against the representation on the Working Groups of Specialisgt
Plant Societies actually engaged in tackling the problems under
discussion,. The Group sent a small delegation to. the.second day, and
& report will be circulated in due course,

...—_—.—-...—-.—-.—.-.—.-—-—--—..—._—.

GENERAL EDITORTAT.

Apologies are again needed for delay in %
latest Bulletin, Some of the respongibility h
gallantly shouldered by the Chairman, who was
"Group Affairs" above ), but the new one must
gullt, Briefly, a ninety per cent takeover of
week of August seemed to promise well; the rem
depended on the outcome of decisions as to the,
- Book, then nearing press, However, before-thg
Editor had had his car rammed from behind, (vi
to be written off), Subsequent hospital visit
combined with the time needed for finding a reg
thoughts of the Bulletin aside for the time be
arrival of the last batch of material, only a
thinky been wasted,

ast Editor ( see
acknowledge his own
material in the first
ining ten per cent
contents of the Year
month was out the new
lently enough for it

y X~rays and some pain,
lacement car, put

ng, However, since the
ittle time has, he

The new Editor expresses his gratitude to his predecessor the
Chairmgn for ‘the unstigted help he has provided|, and hgpes to.be able
to offer continuity of service to the Group for some time. to come, |
If contributions are forthcoming in sufficient vantity, the next two i
Bulletins will be issued at intervals of about pine to ten weeks,
rather than the statutory thirteen. With the advent of a new segson
this information may help to promote the Tlow of the sap of
anticipation,

) I . | 4 0 f

- Before the customary retirement behind #he thlp screen o
editorial anonymity, may I, please, indulge in a fairly compressed
expression of my aspirations for future issues, .for once using the |
first person singular for simplicity ? t !
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I hope to keep the Bulletin up to the standard set by my
predecessors, and am grateful for their example, I hope that those
who already provide articles and notes will coptinue to do so - a
fewtontributions before the end of December woyld be especially
welcome., So that the existing corpus of willing co-operators does
not feel obliged to take all the weight of fee ing the Editor, I
ghould also like to secure some new contributors, particularly from
the ranks of the newer members, whom we welcome to the Group. The
efforts of the faithful and experienced few, supplemented by those
of some new writers, ought to provide discussion platforms of interest
to many, and stimulate yet more members to express their views.

At this point I am going to seize the opportunity provided by
my first editorial of outlining ways by which potential contributors
may be encouraged to break the ice. I am consg¢ious that as 2
relatively recent recruit to the Group I am not well known to many
other members; this situation will of course gradually change - to
our mutual benefit. So, to begin with, I appeal to any older members
who have material in their minds which might be turned into articles
suitable for the Bulletin, to get in touch with me as soon as they
feel ready to commit themselves to paper, If ho initial discussion
geens needed I shall be glad to have the finished article at once.

Newly-joined members may not feel so confident. Yet there must
be many who have something of value to tell us There are, equally
obviously, thosec who would like to sce some matter of interest or
importance to themselves being illuminated by the many extremely
knowledgeable and experienced members who have|heen growing the
plants in which we are interested for years, [ therefore wish to
encourage members to write to me to ask for articles on such matters;
this would enable me to approach our experts, some of whom, with a
clear request about a specific topic, may be persuaded to find the
time to help. 1In mdny cases the finding of sufficient time will no
doubt be the real difficulty,

I daresay there are some who are perfectly willing to produce
useful and interesting matter, if only they cap have guidance as to
subject, Well, members' requests will help here, As soon as I have
one or two, I will try to locate and cajole a puitable authority; I

am sure co-operation will be forthcoming.

I append a few notes intended to stimulate this sort of
interest, All I hope for is to start the ball|rolling; I will give
a welcome to either completed contributions or| suggestions as to how
the topics may be dealt with.

L Bark-split. We have often read accounts|of the occurrence of
the phenomenon, and, less often, of how it has| been dealt with in
certain cases. Could we now, after the difficpult hot drought period
of 1976, assemble through the Bulletin some information as to which
treatments work and which fail ? Some of our| experienced members
ought to have useful observations to make.

2. Drainage problems. These are easy to dipcuss, but I feel that
there are many beginners who would like a sucefinct guide to practical
solutions, Some of the things we read are diffficult of application.

As an example, I myself am on the receiving end of a five-degree

slope, two hundred yards long, on Sussex clay pver a2 sub-soil which

is completely impervious except for the very occasional flaw which
permits a localized escape of excegsive rain to lower regions, Such
mound-planting as I had done before 1976 has now proved to be one of

the two main killers among my six to eight per| cent losses, Someone,
somewhere, must have done some thorough research on this problem. Is
there a need for the exercise of far more ingepuity than has been
employed so far ? After another two or three years I may be able to ;
say something useful myself, but it will not de anything comprehensive, :
Clearly, my plants are going to undergo further trials and &
tribulations each winter hefore their problems are alleviated. Briefly,f
I have begun the digging of a network of shalljow ditches, with the :
intention of leading surplus surface water into the lower end of my
1little copse; there, a sudden increase in sloge should solve my worst

problems. The trouble about this rather facille explanation of one ;
man's solution to one garden's problem is thatl it provides no help :
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to the majority of others with t
people have a smallish flat site,
which they have no control, and probably with n
placed slope at the lowest end, More informati
about really:effective procedures based on fact
needed., Can the Bulletin help here, by provid

B Bud tendernsss, This is another subject
thistmean that it sounds only too familiar, ths
referred to, that it is a thorn in the flesh, =
to be a need for clear expression and collatio
experiences. Collation, organigzation and pres
possible after the material information has be
It is a vast and unencouraging subject, but th
be the initial assembly point from which subse
dravw,

he same origing
hemmed in by

4. Magnolias, A quite different matter. I
by the degree of intcrest in magnolias shown by
may serve my purpose better to divide "new" gan
are new simply because they are young, and thod
but are new to gardening or to possessing theix
delighted to find that some of the former are ¢
which are not going to be very rewarding for ma
yet they are conscious that by then they may we
garden and be planting or altering a fresh one.
category, there seem to be equal numbers of old
planting slow-to-flower magnolias which they mg
kind of maturity. When I joined their ranks a
not realize how numerous they are. The purpose
to encourage those who are having success and s
us know through the Bulletin what they rocommen
point that seems worthy of expansion is the res
magnolias to form a clean stem above ground-pla
gardens might thus be able to accommodate one o
magnolias without too much sacrifice of space.
article in the 1972 Year Book is relevant, It
encouragement to the hesitant, and gives advice
and on culture. There have since been detailed
contributions on magnolias from several other g
newcomers to the subject would gain from consul

5. Camellias, I am afraid this issue is not
contributions on the camellia, I hope enthusia
round to remedy the deficiency. At the moment
encouraging. None is older than about seven or
gtriking. However, the bud-set is heavy, notab
Francie L,, Charles Colbert and Mary Larcom, I
enthusiasts, with their extensive collections,
that there is not too much frost-damage to blos
or for that matter to buds before then,

Finally, a call for help.
No.1, and have never seen one.
have one by me if it can be managed; I would al
‘spares of Nos, 2, 3 and 4 very useful,
members will intend to keep a complete Sequence
so 1f I am right I shall be very glad.indeed to
are no longer needed and are in fact destined t
I shall, of course, refund costs..
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THE INTERNATIONAT RHO
. ? by J. D. BOWD.

For editorial p

I imagi

DODENDRON CONFERENCE - NEW

1 problem, Many

other properties over
o fortunately-

on, particularly

ual experience, is

ing the launching pad?

of the same kind; by
t it is frequently

nd that there seenms
of our several

qntation are only

made available.

n
guBulletin might well

ent researches may

have been impressed
"new" gardeners, It
deners into those who
e who are not young
own garden. I am
lanting magnolias

ny years to come;

11 have left the

In the latter

er people who are

¥ never see reach any
few years ago I did
of this preamble is
atisfaction to let
d others to try,
diness of some
ting. Moderate-sized
r two of the big

Mr, Pindlay's

should serve as

both on varieties
and interesting
rowers, and

ting them,

A

notable for

sts will soon rally

py own plants are very
eight years from

Ly on J.C.Williams,
‘hope the real

can say the same and
som in the spring,

9 a copy of Bulletin
nrposes I ought to

go find one or two

ne that not all

from the first issue,
have copies that

P be thrown away.

YORK. 15th-17th May.

Having had the good fortune to spend three
north western United States and nearby Canada 4
and early May 1978, looking at horticulture in
rhododendrons in particulay, it appeared %o be
advantage of being in America to attend the Int
Rhododendron Conference, which was being held i
May 15 - May 17, 1978, On the evening of Sunda
myself at John F.Kennedy Airport in New York, m

| weeks in the

lring late April
eneral and

Sensible to take

ernational

n New York from

y May 14 I found

any hours later than

|
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the timetable had suggested due to congestion in the various airports
in the east and incredibly bad weather; three inches of rain fell in
New York on that day !

© The Conference was held at the New York Bo‘anical Garden and was
extremely well organised by the American Rhodod?ndron Society and
staff of the Botanical Garden.

Although numerous papers were given on ana%omical, chemical and
morphological matters, the prime aim of the Conference was to digcuss
the recent changes in rhododendron nomenclature proposed by members
of the staff of the Royal Botanic Garden at Edinburgh, I intend to
1imit this brief note to some comment on these hanges.

Dr Chomberlain and Dr Cullen from the Royal Botanic Garden,
Edinburgh, both gave forceful lectures on the ¢ anges they had made
and those they intended to make in the near futhre. In their minds
at least, these changes are here to stay, and I|think the majority
of those attending the Conference were of the same opinion, Whilst
we shall all regret certain changes, for some old friends (species)
will disappear and others will appear in different places, the end
result will be a much tidier and more sensible wrrangenient of the
great genus Rhododendron.

One of the main changes to be made is the removal of the well
used and familiar term "Series", It seems that|this term is
botanically unacceptable and will be replaced by Sections end
Subsections.

+
Most of the work on the lepidote species has been completed,

but there is still a considerable amount of work to be carried out
on the elepldote specles, an estimated two years' work in fact, We
have already seen Professor Phillipson's work on the Subscction
Lapponica which will be included in the new wor ; @s will Dr Sleumer's
work on the Section Vireya: Professor Phillipson is also revising
the old "Azalea series".

The botanists gave me, as a gardener, considerable cause for
concern over the matter of clonal selections. hododendron
enthusiasts over the years have selected, shown|, named, and
received numerous awards for, the best clones of Rhododendron
species; our botanist friends made it very clear that they were in
no way concerned with this (in my opinion) valufble work, and that
the gardeners should tackle this problem for themselves. Fellow
enthusiasts will undeérstand therefore how relieyed I was to hear
Mr Brickell unfold his plan to deal with these problems in his
excellent lecture on the matter of registration|of clonal names,

I can illustrate his suggestions by dealing with the changes in the
old Cinngbarinum Series, which will read as follows:

Subsection CINNABARINA

R, cinnabarinun
subsp, cinnabarinum (will include
R. blandfordiaeflorum and Rl roylei)

subsp, xanthocodon (will inkiude
R. cinnabarinum var, pellidim,

R, cinnabarinum var. purpurellum,
R. concatenans and R. xanthpcodon)

subsp. tamaense
R.keysil )
I use the following fictitious clones to illustrate Mr Bridkell's
suggestions: |

R. cinnabarinum subsp. xanthocodon 'Gglden Jubilee!
KW 9999 F.C.C. 1980 |
R. cinnabarinum subsp. xanthocodon (cpncatenans group)
i 'Copper Jubilee! KW YETT F.C.C, 1980
R. cinnabarinum (roylei group) 'Crimson Jubilee!

KW 8888 1'.C.C, 1980
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In my opinion these suggestions are accpptesble and will ensure

that our best forms will continue in cultivafion.

One point does

arise from the above suggestion; a greater number of clonal names

will be required in future, with which I am

irmly in agreement,

In fact I believe that all awarded species sPould be given clonal

names,

‘The Conference ended with a discussion,| most members being in

agreement with the previous three days' lectures.

A suggestion was

made that & follow-up Conference should be held in Edinburgh in

two or three years' time,

THE CONSERVATION AND DISTRIBUTION OF RARE SPECIES AND CHOICE HYBRIDS.

Following the insertion in Bulletin No.5 of the list of plants

that members are anxious to obtain, I have
(Editor's note: -

position will change from time to time,)

d only two replies.

This was written in July 1P78; of course the

Inl both instances material
has been offered for two of the plants requested.

If you are able

and willing to offer plants or propagating material from either list
in Bulletins Nos. 5 and 6, then I would be pleased to hear from you

in order that I may pass the information on
member, Or maybe there is a rhododendron,-c

to the appropriate
amellia or magnolia

that you are searching for - likewise I woulld like to hear from you.

Maybe one of our members can help you!

With this ih mind, if you are willing +
rooted cuttings or plents from your collecti
accordingly. I am endeavouring to compile =
wants, and of plants from which material may
would appreciate your reply.

I am only able to help you in the conse
of rare species and choice hybrids if you p4q

Since the publication of the last Bullg
following items are being sought by members:

Rhododendrons:
globlgerum;
Koster 231 ;

'Englemere'; falconeri - gg
'Grosclaude' x griersonianum;

'Oregonia' ; ' Royal Windsor' ;

0 supply any scions or
on, please advise me
reglster of members'
be requested, so

rvation and distribution
rticipate,

tin, No. 5, the

od yellow form;
'Jalisco Eclipse' ;
tgariense 'Yum Yum',

I look forward to hearing from you at: |~
101, Guildford Road, Bagshot, SBurrey GU{19 BNS.

details of plants that are being sought by
the Bulletin,

Badger Cottage,
I propose to include
embers in each issue of

P T e e ]

There must be several members who are
increasing number of Malesian rhododendrons
available, With this in mind I have recent
'An account of Rhododendron in Malesia' by
partly a reprint from 'Flora Malesiana' se
published and supplied by Sijthoff & Noordh
Groningen, The Netherlands, If you are
purchaging a copy, may I suggest that you d
Holland ¥

John San

CAMELLIAS, MAGNOLIAS AND RHODODEN
SOME OBSERVATIONS FROM AN UNFAVOURA
By Colin Greinger.

nterested in the

that are becoming

¥y purchased a copy of
«B3leumer., This is

. 1, vol,. 6, part 4,
ff, P.0.Box 66,
nterested in

rect your enquiry to

ers.,

RONS -
LE SITE,.

Many of us wish to grow these beautifu
enquiry we are informed that it is not reco
or another: limy soil, no shade, insuffi

1 plants, but upon

ended for one reason

¢ient rainfall, and so on,

However, some of us still try regardless, to the despair of the
experts, and only too often embark upon an adventure of trial and

error, From these experiences we can learn|

so much, -By sharing

these experiences we can all benefit considerably, as will our
beloved plants, and the chances of success ghould be enhanced.
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The site. The site is a valley bottom in Stowmarket, Suffolk, about
twenty—-three miles north-west of Felixstowe.| The altitude is a
hundred feet above sea-level, sloping down tp the south-west. There
is very little overhead shade, among it a mafture Ceanothus dentatug
(one of a genus highly recommended for providing protection, whilst
desibable in its own right for both foliage And floral effect),
There is limited wind shelter in the way of hedges, six-foot fences
- and buildings, The site ig in a frost-pockelt.
1. The natural goil is chalky, with lumpe as big as golf balls

in places, but generally in the form of veins and marble~gized
lumps in a cold clay soil. This has been brpken up and mixed with
sharp sand and peat, straw, tea leaves and garden compost. It has
been treated with iron sulphate and flowers of sulphur, Originally
the pH was above 7, but in many places in the top spit it is now
down to 5.5 to 6.0, Acquisitions are planteld with a’ geneyous
allocation of peat to encourage an extensive root system, Some are
staked to aid their establishment.

Annual rainfall 1s only about 20 inches|, The climate is
almost continental, Sunshine totals are equal to those of
Southern England., The July temperatures are among . the highesgt in
the British Isles, while those of January are among the lowest.
Winter (late Novgmber - February) is cold with a published average
temperature of 4°C,.; falling to -124°C. in January 1976 ( I have
only recorded temperatures since Februagy 19(75), while July and
August are hot, apparentl averaging 17°C,, with some maximum
temperatures exceeding 30°C., in the shade., [he first frost can be
expected by early November, while the last can be as late as the
end of May, The greatest ganger.period is April when frosts are
often vicious; down to -84°C. in April 1977,| and ~74°C. in April
1976, Bark split can then be expericenced because the sap 1s
flowing,and vigllance is required. Any sort| of split in the bark
is encircled and held firm against the inner| bark to prevent it
from peeling away (which it most certainly whll do if left -
probably resulting in wilting and eventual dkath by late summer
or autumn, particularly if growth has been v gorous); raffia, soft
string, twist ties, plant ties, etc., are alll used and left in
place for several months, but checked period cally to ensure that
the restriction is not too tight, pinching the stem. The
griersonianum hybrids (even Fabia) can be thk most severely
affected (Fusilier always seems to send out econdary growth, which
is then at high risk). The griffithianum hyprids, however, seem 1o
be very much hardler, especially the Angelo grex, Loderi is rarely
affected, but 'Unique' can be difficult. Hyprids of auriculatum,
fortunel and discolor are very resistant. Protection is sometimes
glven by erecting 'wigwams' around the plantp at risk, using
bamboo canes draped with hessian, sacking or| rags, secured to the
canes with clothes pegs. Any apertures face| downhill where possible,

Regrettably, a greenhouse ‘does not feature among my possessions,
but the car shares the garage with a host 8f tender plants during
bad weather, thermostatically heated to +5%C., and 1lit.artificially
during daytime hours to supplenent the poor hatural light from the
windows,

Natural rainfall is insufficient and hap to be supplemented
by ‘hose or can watering, The tap water i1s pumped up from chalk and
is, therefore, limy (not to be recommended, but better than nothing).
Fertilizer is applied as a foliar feed of difluted liquid seaweed,'
fortified with additional iron, magnesium anp manganese, and applied
twice a week from April until October, Mulching is-undertaken
twice yearly, in May and October with moss peat, and periodically
with tea leaves. ( A bucketful of tea bags is brought home each
weekday from the. office canteen - the casings are composted, the
leaves applied direct), Chlorosis is rarelyl cncountered and is
eagily rectifled by a few additional. foliar feeds., .The only plant
to be a recurring problem is rhododendron Dipne, but then this
plant causes concern almost anywhere,

The garden is scheduled to be transferr#d to a more attractive
site within the next two or three years.

. R e e 8 ot Vo P e bkt A Ao Y e g 4 1k B Y ARR R s e e B T R PO Per b
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The plants, Camellias are almost exclusivel
-inch to 14-inch, and vary in height from 6
the reticulatas receive frost bprotection, but

shelter from the early morning sun.

|
i

i
|
|

- Over one hundred different varieties are
and varietles of reticulata and sa

grown in pots, from

%nches to 6 feet, Only

all plants receive

grown; the hybrids,

luenensis appear to bud up nost

readily, even as small plants.
closely followed by 'Debbie' and'E.G.Waterhous
'Mary Williams', 'Noble Pearl' and 'Trewithen

Magnolias are cultivated in tubs or halfd
because of the intended move. Twenty-seven ki
vary in height from eighteen inches 'Caerhaysg
feet (M.kobus) and all enjoy a southern expos
(pink and albaS, camnpbellii mollicomata (incly
the hybrids 'Charles Raffil' and 'Kew's Surpri
protection, because they are all under four fg

'Bow Bellsg' is

Unfortunately, the severity of the April
two years has had an extremely damaging effect
particularly M.sieboldii, which 2+ years ago I
but was cut to 4 Teet in April 1976 by -7+°¢, ,
April 1977 by -83°C, Its exposure to the east
early morning sun was Presumebly a contributod
M.grandiflora 'Goliath' has not been harmed,

‘The general damage to the magnoliasg hasg 4
flower bud formetion, but M,denudata 'Purple E
and stellata should flower next season. The M,
18-inch high layer (now growing in a 5-inch jole
down in November 1976. The branch had snapped
Process, but did not break away .completely, an
excellently in 10 months and set 2 flower budg
treated with nore respect have been less oblig
M.grendiflora have been found to root fairly e
taken in October, inserted in a 4—inch pot of
encloged by a polythene bag, stood on top of +
and misted once a week,

Rhododendrons grown here number about two
dozen receive frosit protection, and these are
the series Edgeworthii and Maddenii, plus thei
budded well every year and give a first-class
a result nearly flowered themselves %to death -
'Blancmange!, 'Bonito!, “.Gardis' (!'Garnett® x.d
Favourite' ('Jalisco'x 'Albatross'), 'Halcyond
'Paris', 'Pink Pearl' and 'Purple Splendour!,
flowered magnificently one year and then misse
as a result have oontinued in better health, e
Avalanche, Carita, Loderi and Naomi, Some hadv]
refused to bud until.over 3 feet tall, e.g. !
'Kilimanjaro' and 'Lodauric Iceberg', 4 soli
lacteum hybrid ‘Galactic', has not grown well
time will tell,

Only five plants have died: 'Carita Gold
Lvor Stanger', 'Tensing', 'Townhill Albatross!'
These were all young plants, in their first ye
instance had nmeagre root balls, 'Carita Golde

re-introduced, and 'Exbury Albatross' grows an

The griersonianum hybrid '"Tensing' should have

qXCG

ptionally profuse,
e! Of the reticulatas
Pink' set the most buds.
barrels, mainly.,

nds are grown, They
Belle') to seven

ure, M.campbellii

lding Lanarth), and

se' are given frost
et in height.

frosts of the last
on themn,

ad attained 6 feet,
and to 2 feet in
and therefore the
¥ factor,

ended to inhibit

ye', x soulangiana

X goulangiana is an
t) that was pegged

during the layering
d has rooted

. Other layers

ing, Most forms of
agily from cuttings
peat and sand,

he television set,

hundred, fAbout two
nainly plants from

r hybrids., Some have
display, but have as
most notably
isgcolor )., 'Gene's
"y 'Loderi Julie!',
Others have

d out the next, but
.2, Albatross,

e grown well but
mgelo', 'Crest!',

ary specimen, the
mor budded up, but

en Dream', 'Lodauric
and 'Tyernmannii’,
ar, and in each

n Dream' has been
d-flowers superbly,
been ag hardy as

'Tdlly Ho', and the latter grows well, The 'T

almost dead on arrival, but a 'postal' cutting

The lesson to be learnt is to insisgt on well-r

The following from my collection seem to
those asterisked are especially recommended: -
Alice, Alpine Glow¥*, Antonio*, April Glow, Azo
Blancmange®¥ Bonito¥*, Bric-a-brac, Britannia,
Pearl, Carita*, Carita Inchmery*, China*, cili
Cynthia, Day Dream, Doc, DPragonfly, Elisabeth

yermannii' was
’is.rooting well,
ooted plants,

!

flower well, while

y Betty Wormald,
calophytum x Pink
atum, Crest*,

obbie, Elizabeth#*,
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Elizabeth Jenny*, Exbury Albatross*, Fabia, fo
imum, Fred Wynniattx, Gardis, Gene's Favourite
Tagg, iteophyllum, Iviza*, James Burchett¥, jq
Kilimanjaro, Lady Alice Fitzwilliam, Ladybird3
Lodauric Iceberg*, Loderi Foan, Loderi Julie*
Loderi Pink Diamond*,

briosum, Fragrantiss-
2¥%, Halcyone*, Harry
ohnstoneanun,
f,_Lavender Girl,
Loderi King George*,

Loderi Sir Edmnund*, Lusd¢ombei Splendens*,

May Day*, ne eratum, Moonshine Suprene*, Mount Everest, moupinense

Naoml Astarte*, Naoomi Farly Dawn, Naomi Nauti]
Maris*, New Comet*, New Moon, oreodoxa, Paris
Prawn, Princess Alice, Purple Splendour, Ripe
rhabdotumy Saffron Queen, Scarlet Wonder, Sef
Souvenir de Dr, Endtz, The Master*, Torch, Van
Wonderland, yakushimanun F,C.C., Yvonne Opalir

lus, Naomi Stella

Pink Pearl, Praeccox*,
Corn¥*, Roberte*,

pa¥, smithii, Susan,
iessa F,.C.C.,

ne*, Insufficient

experience hos been gained of the tender varig

rtieg,

The following rhododendrons can be recommended for foliage
effect, from the varieties grown in the garden: -

Alpine Glow, Aﬁgelo, arizelum,
Colonel Rogers, Conroy, Cornish Cross, coryphe
exineun, falconeri, Fortune, grande x nacebean

auriculatun, B?bylon, bullatun,

eum, Europa,
rum, haematodes,

Luscombei Splendens, nacabeanum, nacabeanum x

falconeri 7 ,

nallotum, May Day, Pilgrim, Polar Bear, rex, =

inogrande, Sir

Charles Lenmon, yakushimanun.

It should be nentioned that the Angelo gy
is anong the hardiest and most vigorous rhodod
garden,

Flowers probably only last for about 2 —
whereas the foliage is a consideration for thd
many of the species may be slow to flower, thd
usually have more to offer in terms of foliags

rex (50% griffithianum)
lendrons in the

4 weeks per plant,
whole year, While

¥y do, however,
effect, most notably

the Falconeri and Grande series, both of which are fairly well

represented in the garden.
attractive here, as are sone seedlings of gra

'Fortune', howeveﬁ, is equally

lde X macabeanun and

falconcri x nacabeanum.

These seedlings are now nearly 4 feet

tall and are looking very attractive with leaves up to 19 x 8%

inches, clad beneath with indumentun,

The Azalea
hybrids 'Hino Crinmson', 'Mother's Day', 'Vuyk!
'"Vuyk's Scarlet' perform very well, while the

series is less well represented, but the evergreen

8 Rosy Red'!' and
deciduous hybrids

'Berryrose', 'Cecile' and 'Seville! flower begutifully and have

a delightful, spicy fragrance.

The National Trust has asked for help in

obtaining

propagating material of the following rhododerdrons:

inaequale KW 7717 trichocladum KW 8259
tanastylum KW 8044 ratulum KW 8260
vaccinioides Kw8081 stewartianym

nishmiense KW 8113 forms KW 8294
concinnoides KW 8227 kasoensec KW 8221
fulvunm KXW 8300 KW 8522
phaedropum KXW 8521 nmicromeres KW 8326

'Marchioness of Londonderry',

Will any member willing to
inforn Mr John Sanders ?

nake scions available kindly

D s LT [T P T TP



